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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 August 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) |EI Claim(s) 1-9,11-14, 18, 19,21,36,39 and 41-56 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E] Claim(s) 1-9,11-14,18,19,21,36,39 and 41-56 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 23 January 2006 is/are: a)Q accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9, 12-14, 18, 19,21, 36 and 39 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Regarding claims 21 and 39, 
the "multi-crown configuration" is discloses by Kocur et al as seen in figures 3a and 3b which 
have the "multi-crown configuration" and covered as in figures 1-2 as described in [0029]. 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "axisymmctric cylindrical" must 
be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
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be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 1-14 are dependent from cancelled claim 10. 
Claim 18 is dependent from cancelled claim 17. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9, 1 1-14, 18-19, 21, 36, 39 and 41-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kocur et al (2002/0103527) in view of Chobotov (WO 99/39662) and 
Pvhee et al (6051648). Kocur et al discloses a graft (fig. 1A) comprising: a graft body 10 
section having a proximal end, a distal end, and defining at least one inflatable porous 
channel 15; a connector member affixed to the proximal or distal end of the graft body 
section (abstract, "attached" inherently include one or more connector elements such as the 
disclosed adhesive or weld/fuse), the connector member comprising one or more connector 
elements; a stent comprising one more proximal stent connector elements coupled to the one 
or more connector member connector elements (abstract),and an inflation medium including 
at least one therapeutic agent (abstract) configured to be introduced into the inflatable 
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channel. However, Kocur et al remains silent as to a channel configuration such as at least 
one inflatable porous axisymmetric cylinder cuff disposed at the proximal or distal end of the 
graft body section and in fluid communication with the at least one channel. Chobotov 
discloses another graft including a channel configuration such as at least one inflatable 
axisymmetric cylinder cuff disposed at the proximal 1 1 and distal end 12 of the graft body 
section and in fluid communication with the at least one channel 13 for the purpose of 
supporting the graft and sealing it to the wall. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to configure the channels of Kocur et al in 
the configuration of at least one inflatable porous axisymmetric cylinder cuff disposed at the 
proximal and distal end of the graft body section and in fluid communication with the at least 
one channel as taught by Chobotov in order to support and seal the graft to the wall. 
Polyethylene glycol diacrylate is a well known type of polyethylene glycol used for drug 
delivery and evidenced by it disclosure in the Rhee et al reference (background of the 
invention). Kocur et al also remains silent as to the use of a host polymer for containing the 
bioactive materials. It is well known in the art of stents to use a host biodegradable polymer 
to contain bioactive materials for the purpose of sustained release over time. Rhee et al 
demonstrates the use of host polymer (polyethylene glycol, a curable liquid) for containing 
bioactive material(s) in conjunction with a graft (col 18, line 21). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize polyethylene 
glycol as a bioactive delivery material in the graft of Kocur et al in order to sustained release 
over time. Such a modification amounts to mere substitution of one functionally equivalent 
bioactive delivery material for another within the art of grafts. 
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With respect to claim 4, the porous channel has varying levels of porosity ([0062]). 

With respect to claims 5 and 6, the graft body section comprises expanded 
polytetrafluoroethylene ([0054]). 

With respect to claims 7 and 8, Kocur et al discloses a graft as discussed above including 
one of the objects of the Kocur et al reference is to tune release quantities and times (the full 
disclosure), therefore it would be inherent and would be fully capable of releasing agent into 
the body lumen ranges from about 10 micrograms to about 100 milligrams and transport into 
the body lumen in a time period ranging from about seven days to about twelve months. 

With respect to claims 9, 48 and 56, the at least one therapeutic agent comprises one or 
more agents selected from the group consisting of an endothelialization promoting agent, an 
angiogencsis promoting agent, an anti-thrombotic agent, an anti-aneurysmal agent, an anti- 
infection agent, an anti-inflammatory agent, an anti-restenosis agent, a chemotherapeutic agent, 
and an anti-cancer agent (several are listed [0037]-[0051]). 

With respect to claim 13, the graft body section would inherently and would be fully 
capable of inhibiting transport of a bulk of the host polymer, since it is the same material 
disclosed by the applicant. 

With respect to claim 14, the host polymer is fully capable of being introduced into the 
inflatable channel before, during, or after graft deployment or implantation, since it is initially 
a liquid, which is injectable. 

With respect to claim 18, polyethylene glycol is a curable liquid which would inherently 
and would be fully capable of a cure time ranging from about three minutes to about twenty 
minutes and a post-cure elastic modulus ranging from about 50 psi to about 400 psi, since it is 
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the same material disclosed by the applicant. 

With respect to claim 19, the channel comprises one or more features selected from the 
group consisting of helical spirals, longitudinal channels, and circumferential rings (figs. 1-5). 

With respect to claims 21 and 39, Kocur et al does not disclose the stent as seen in figures 
3a and 3b which have the "multi-crown configuration" and covered as in figures 1-2 as 
described in [0029]. Additionally, Chobotov also has the stent and connector configuration as 
claimed. 

With regard to claims 43 and 5 1 , neither Kocur et al or Chobotov disclose a twelve-apex 
configuration. However, this modification merely amounts to a change in size and shape which 
is not patentably distinguishable from the prior art of Kocur et al or Chobotov. 

With regard to claims 44-46 and 52-55, Kocur et al has 3 and 6 crown portions along its 
length. 

With regard to claim 47, each section of Kocur et al can be considered a stent or 
connector, so several stent and connectors are disposed along the graft length including the 
ends. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Sweet whose telephone number is 571-272-4761 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on 6:45am - 5:15pm, Tu-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David J. Isabella can be reached on 571-272-4749. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Thomas J Sweet/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3774 



